
POETICDEVICES



Class Discussion
• What do you think a poetic device is?
• Can you name any?
• Why do you think a writer would use poetic devices 

instead of saying things plainly/straightforward? 



Simile

“They were fighting like cats and dogs”
“He is as busy as a bee”

A comparison of two different 
things using ‘like’ or ‘as’

Further Explanation: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRgkCqkTHik

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRgkCqkTHik


Metaphor

“That test was a piece of cake”
“Your smile is sunshine”

A direct comparison of two different things
(saying something is something else)

Further Explanation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0edKgL9Eg
M&t=145s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0edKgL9EgM&t=145s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0edKgL9EgM&t=145s


Imagery

“The sky was a beautiful, swirling collage of pinks, reds, and oranges.”

“The sticky, sweet scent of cinnamon buns filled her nose”

Using words that appeal to the senses 
to create a mental image or feeling

Further Explanation: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eoNl1Ue5ZtQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eoNl1Ue5ZtQ


Personification

“The flowers danced in the breeze”

“The last piece of cake was calling my name”

Giving human qualities 
to non-human things

Further Explanation: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhleJRpyb-Y&t=1s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhleJRpyb-Y&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhleJRpyb-Y&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhleJRpyb-Y&t=1s


Now go back to the document and 

find the example poems at the 

bottom. Highlight the 

poetic devices you find under the 

category listed!



Sharing!!
share some poetic devices you highlighted



Discussion 

• Did any of these devices make the poem you read more 
engaging or powerful? 

• Did learning these devices change the way you now read 
poetry? 

• Which device are you most likely to try using in your future 
writing? Why? 
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